
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

AUGUST 3, 2020

SUPERVISOR SHAW CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:02PM

ROLL CALL:

COUNCILMAN MOY-ABSENT COUNCILMAN BROWNELL – PRESENT

COUNCILWOMAN LUNDBERG – PRESENT COUNCILMAN HERRICK – PRESENT

SUPERVISOR SHAW – PRESENT

RECORDING SECRETARY – MEGHAN PHALEN

OTHERS PRESENT:

Town Attorney Erica Sellar Ryan, Planning Board Clerk Michelle Skiff, Highway Superintendent Rich Fox, 
Building Inspector Jim Merryman, Planning Board Chair Bob Stevens, Rob Wolff, Washington County 
Real Property Director Laura Chadwick, Eagle Reporter Chandler Hansen, Joe Finan, Frank Yakabek, John 
and Lisa Boyce, Allen Curtis, Eric Millard and Matt Tripoli for Branscomb Solar and Darby Solar projects, 
Darren Squires of Boralex.

RESOLUTION 20-33

APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING MON AUGUST 3, 2020

RESOLVED on a motion by Councilman Bill Herrick and seconded by Councilman Scott Brownell to accept 
the minutes of the July 6, 2020 Regular meeting as written.

Adopted 4 AYES Herrick, Brownell, Lundberg, Shaw

RESOLUTION 20-34

APPROVE PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS

RESOLVED on a motion by Councilman Herrick and seconded by Councilwoman Aindrea Lundberg, to 
pay vouchers in the amount of $317,239.44

ADOPTED 4 AYES – Herrick, Brownell, Lundberg, Shaw

COMMUNICATIONS

Supervisor Shaw received correspondence from NYS Canal Corp. requesting that they be lead agency for 
the river bank stabilization project. The town board passed the information to the Planning Board for 
review.

Supervisor Shaw received a letter from the Washington County Planning Board announcing the 
agreement renewal with the Washington County Planning Agency for 

The Town Board received a satisfactory report of the inspection of the animal shelter for the Animal 
Control Officer from NYS Ag & Markets.



The Town Board received a letter from Tour of the Battenkill announcing the cancelation of this year’s 
bike race scheduled in September.

PRESENTATIONS

Eric Millard and Matt Tripoli, of Conti Solar Energy and project managers for the projects presented the 
town board with their request for a PILOT for two solar projects being proposed in the town of Easton; 
one through Darby Solar and one through Branscomb Solar. They explained that timeliness of this 
project is important and requested that the board allow the Supervisor sign an acknowledgement 
expressing the towns intention to move forward with exploring the possibility of entering into a PILOT 
with the town prior to moving forward with the projects. Tripoli and Millard explained they had hired an 
outside source; CS Energy, to complete a valuation on the property, but members of the Planning Board 
present at the meeting questioned whether the assessment was acceptable and whether the town 
could move forward with getting their own assessment. Millard and Tripoli were not against that 
process. Millard requested the board allow the Town Supervisor to sign a Decommissioning Bond and 
Agreement.

RESOLUTION 20-35

On a motion made by Councilman Herrick, seconded by Councilman Scott Brownell, to authorize 
Supervisor Shaw to sign a Decommissioning Bond and Agreement, based on the advice of the town 
attorney, with Danby Solar and Branscomb Solar.

Adopted 4 AYES – Herrick, Brownell, Lundberg, Shaw

In addition to the request, a Host Community Agreement package is being offered. The Agreement 
would offer a $100,000 direct payment to be used in completing the Burton Hall renovation project 
along with volunteering equipment, labor and materials to demolish the Shannon House and create a 
“green space” at a $100,000 value. Additionally, the Ag exemption currently established on the property 
would be removed and create back taxes and an increased tax payment annually. A power line 
easement would be required by the Darby project which would result in a payment to the town for 
$20,000. A Decommissioning bond will also be provided for each project, which would increase annually 
if approved, to ensure there will be a decommissioning of the sites. The bond would be used to restore 
the property after the solar company is decommissioned or if the solar company walked away from the 
project. 

If the project moves forward, removal of the Ag exemption on the properties would occur. Additionally, 
a Public Hearing would be required to enter into a PILOT Agreement as the Local Law #2 of 2016, opting 
out of the real property tax exemption 487 for certain energy systems, including solar. The town board 
will be required to opt back in. Allen Curtis, Assessor, stated that assessment of the property is difficult 
as there is little guidance. Washington County Real Property Director Laura Chadwick stated there is 
more information recently released and she would assist the town assessors. Attorney Erica Sellar-Ryan 
suggested a bond be required to cover the cost of the assessment by a solar knowledgeable company. 
Chadwick stated the county has a company they will be working with during the re-val to assist.

RESOLUTION 20-36



RESOLVED on a motion by Councilwoman Lundberg, seconded by Councilman Herrick, to hold a Public 
Hearing on for Local Law #1 of 2020, opting back in to RPTL 487 in order to enter into a PILOT agreement 
with Darby and Branscomb Solar Companies.

Adopted 4 AYES – Herrick, Brownell, Lundberg, Shaw

The board set the Public Hearing for September 14, 2020 at 7:15PM during their Regular monthly 
meeting.

A brief presentation by Darren Suarez, representative from Canadian based company Boarlex regarding 
a 20-megawatt solar project on Windy Hill Road, estimated to be operational in 2023. He stated that 
Boralex would also like to be granted a PILOT for that project. The board agreed to consider the request 
once the Public Hearing was held on September 14, 2020.

PUBLC COMMENTS

Frank Yakubec, of Becker Road, spoke of his concerns regarding the paving of Becker Road and 
suggested a top coat be added.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BUILDING COMMITTEE: The board received four quotes for the windows for the basement. 

Window Quotes: 1.Wiley Brothers $9770.42 2. Erie Materials $6142.09

3. Curtis Lumber $5997.83 4. Pella $6100

Contractor Roger Stangle, contractor who did framing, will install for $1500

Supervisor Shaw stated additional materials required for installation would cost approximately $300 
from Wiley Brothers. He further explained that there was still money that had been budgeted for the 
project and it would cover these costs. Additionally, the electrical work will be completed by the 
electrician Bill Humiston. 

RESOLUTION 20-37

RESOLVED ON A MOTION BY Councilman Brownell and seconded by Councilman Herrick, windows will 
be purchased from Curtis Lumber and installed by contractor Roger Stangle at a cost of $7797.83. 

Adopted 4 AYES – Herrick, Brownell, Lundberg, Shaw

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

SUPERVISOR: Supervisor5 Shaw reported that paperwork is moving forward with the DASNY grant.

TOWN CLERK: Town Clerk reported the town hall requires a new handyman to complete small jobs that 
require attention. The board requested the town clerk to contact Chris Jacques and inquire as to 
whether he is insured and interested in completing small projects on an as needed basis at a rate of 
$20/hour. 

HIGHWAY: Superintendent Rich Fox reported that paving for the year had been completed. He 
requested the board allow him to bid on a truck body listed on Auctions International, not exceeding 



$1000, to replace a truck body that is currently not going to last another season, noting it will by the 
town more time before needing to replace the truck.

BUILDING INSPECTOR: Inspector Jim Merryman announced it has been very busy. He questioned the 
town board as to whether he could issue solar permits for residential homes where the panels are 
installed on the roof. The board acknowledged that it would be within his job description.

PLANNING BOARD: A discussion between Planning Board Chairman, member Joe Finan, Secretary 
Michelle Skiff, Building Inspector Jim Merryman to a property and Supervisor Shaw regarding an 
additional small building that is being added as living space. Building Inspector issued a permit for work 
but Planning Board Chairman Stevens stated the additional living space required approval from the 
Planning Board, citing the town Sub-division laws. Supervisor Shaw questioned why the sub-division 
laws related to as building on property that was not being sub-divided. Chairman Stevens stated it is the 
way it has been done in the past for other properties and the board needs to be consistent. Discussion 
continued and ended with Councilman Brownell stating the problem is a disconnect between building 
laws and subdivision laws and the two departments.

OLD BUSINESS:

a. One additional resident has expressed interest in serving on the Comprehensive Plan Update 
Committee. Councilman Brownell requested that ad be run in the towns official paper and 
placed on Facebook again for more members.

NEW BUSINESS:

a. The board discussed passing a resolution requiring the town board’s approval before WWIDA 
may implant any tax abatement for projects located within the town. The board will continue to 
research the possibility of passing such a resolution and will revisit the subject at their 
September 14, 2020 meeting.

b. The board recognized the CHIPS, PAVENY and Extreme Winter Recovery funds received.

              RESOLUTION 20-38

IN A RESOLUTION moved by Councilwoman Lundberg and seconded by Councilman Herrick to recognize 
$208,414.74 from NYS CHIPS funding, $47,572.74 from PAVENY and $40,090.85 from NYS Extreme 
Winter Recovery funding. Total funding recognized $296.078.33 into account DB 3501.

Adopted 4 Ayes – Herrick, Lundberg, Brownell, Shaw

c. The board passed a resolution to adopt the 8/2020 updated NYS LGS-1 Records Retention 
Schedule.
RESOLUTION 20-39

IN A RESOLUTION moved by Councilwoman Lundberg, seconded by Councilman Herrick, that Retention 
and Disposition Schedule for New York Local Government Records (LGS-1), issued pursuant to Article 57-
A of the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law, and containing legal minimum retention periods for local 
government records, is hereby adopted for use by all officers in legally disposing of valueless records 
listed therein.

FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with Article 57-A:



a. Only those records will be disposed of that are described in Retention and Disposition 
Schedule for New York Local Government Records (LGS-1), after they have met the 
minimum retention periods described therein;

b.  Only those records will be disposed of that do not have sufficient administrative, fiscal, legal 
or historical value to merit retention beyond the established legal minimum periods.

Adopted 4 Ayes- Lundberg, Herrick, Brownell, Shaw

d. The board set a Public Hearing on Monday, September 14, 2020 at 7:20pm at Burton Hall during 
the Regular monthly meeting to amend the current Town Subdivision Regulations to eliminate 
PERK testing as Code Enforcement already requires the test and change setback to 25 feet from 
all roadways, town, state and county roads.

e. The board passed a resolution to transfer $300 to the Highway Department debit card
RESOLUTION 20-40

RESOLVED on a motion by Councilwoman Lundberg and seconded by Councilman Herrick, $300 was 
transferred from the cash account to DB 5142.4 for the Highway Department.

Adopted 4 Ayes – Lundberg, Herrick, Brownell, Shaw

f. The board passed a resolution to accept the Standard Work Day for NYS Retirement purposes.
RESOLUTION 20-41

Resolved on a motion by Councilman Brownell, seconded by Councilman Herrick to accept the Standard 
Work Day for NYS Retirement.

Adopted 4 Ayes – Brownell, Herrick, Lundberg, Shaw

Supervisor Shaw adjourned the meeting at 10:05pm.

Respectfully Submitted 

Meghan K Phalen

Town Clerk


